
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
INDIA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION 

OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ON 
MERCHANT SHIPPING 
New Delhi, 19 July 1976 

The Government of the. Republic of INDIA 

AND 

The Government of the UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, 

BEING GUIDED by the provisions of the   re at^^ of Peace, Friendship 
and Cooperation between the Republic of India and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics dated August 9, 1971, 

PROCEEDING from the common aspiration f o ~  all possible expansion 
and deepening of mutually beneficial economic and trade cooperation 
between the two countries as envisaged in the ~ g r e e m e n t ~  on the 
further Development of Economic and Trade Cooperation dated 
November 29, 1973, and 

DESIROUS of developing merchant shipping of the two countries, 

HAVE AGREED as follows : 

For the purposes of this Agreement : 

1. The term "vessel" of the Contracting Party shall mean any 
merchant vessel plying under the national flag of the Party in 
accordance with its legisl -.tion. This definition excludes warships 
and  fishing vessels from the  sphere of application of this  
Agreement. 

2. The term "member of the crew" shall mean the master and any 
other person actually employed for duties on board during a 

1. Came into force on 2 March 1977. 

2. IBTA Vol. 7 Doc. No. 434. 
3. IBTA Vol. 7 Doc. No. 498. 
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voyage in the working or service of a vessel and included in the 
crew list. 

Article 2 

The Contracting Parties shall grant all possible assistance to the 
vessel of the two countries and shall refrain from taking any action 
which might cause harm to the development of merchant shipping. 

Article 3 

The Contracting Parties shall continue their efforts to maintain 
and develop effective working relationships between the authorities 
responsible for maritime affairs in their countries. In particular, the 
Contracting Parties agree to carry on mutual consultations and 
reciprocal exchange of information between these authorities and to 
encourage the  development of contacts between their respective 
shipping organizations or enterprises. 

Article 4 

1. The Contracting Parties agree to promote the participation of their 
vessels in the carriage of all commercial cargoes between the ports 
of the two countries on the principles of parity in cargo liftings 
and freight earnings and equality in all other respects. In the 
calculations of parity, the shipments to and from all ports situated 
in the territory of the Contracting Parties shall be taken into 
account. 

2. I n  case the shipping companies of one of the Contracting Parties 
are not able to undertake the carriage in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 1, such carriage will be offered to the 
vessels of the other Contracting Party. If the required tonnage is 
not available with the other Contracting Party, the shipping 
companies of the first mentioned Contracting Party may use 
chartered vessels from third countries for the carriage of the share 
of cargo of that Contracting Party. 

Article 5 

The Contracting Parties shall respect the right of each Party to 
utilise its merchant fleet to the maximum in entering to its trades 
with third countries. They further agree that the national shipping 
companies of one Party will cooperate with the national shipping 
companies of the  other Party in the field of the most efficient 
employment of their merchant vessels. 
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Article 6 

Each Contracting Party shall grant to the other Contracting Party 
and its vessels the most-favoured-nation treatment in all matters 
concerning merchant shipping unless otherwise provided for in this 
Agreement. 

Article 7 

1. Each Contracting Party shall afford to vessels of the other 
Contracting Party the same treatment as it affords to its own 
vessels engaged in international trade in respect of free access to 
ports, use of ports for loading and unloading of cargoes and for 
embarking and disembarking passengers, payment of tonnage and 
other ports dues and taxes, use of services intended for navigation 
and normal commercial operations. 

2. The Provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article : 

(a) shall not apply to ports not open to the entry of foreign 
vessels; 

(b) shall not apply to the activities reserved by each of the 
Contracting Parties for its organizations or enterprises, 
including, in particular, national cabotage and ocean fishing; 

I (C) shall not oblige a Contracting Party to extend to vessels of 
the other Contracting Party exemptions from compulsory 
pilotage requirements granted to its own vessels; 

(d) shall not apply to the regulations concerning entry and stay 
of foreigners. 

Article 8 

The Contracting Parties shall adopt, within the limits of their 
law and port regulations, all appropriate measures to facilitate and 
expedite maritime traffic, to prevent delays to vessels, and to expedite 
and simplify as much as possible the carrying out of customs and 
other formalities applicable in ports. 

Article 9 

1. The documents relating to registration of vessels, certificates of 
tonnage and survey and other ship's documents issued or 
recognised by one of the Contracting Parties shall be recognised 
by the other Party. 

2. The vessels of each of the Contracting Parties holding legally 
issued certificates of tonnage shall  not be subjected to 
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remeasurement in the ports of the other Party and the net tonnage 
of the vessels noted in the certificates shall be taken as the basic 
for calculation of the tonnage dues. 

b 

Article 10 

Each of the Contracting Parties shall recognise the seamen's 
identity documents issued by the competent authorities of the other 
Contracting Party. 

These identity documents are : 

for seamen of the Soviet vessels- a USSR Seaman's passport; 

for seamen of the  India vessels- an  Indian Seamen's 
Continuous/Discharge Certificate. 

Article 11 

Holders of the seamen's identity document specified in Article 10 
of this Agreement shall be permitted in the case of members of the 
crew of the vessel of the Contracting Party which issued the seamen's 
identity documents, to land on temporary shore leave without visa 
during stay of the vessel in port of the other Contracting Party, 
provided that the master had submitted the crew list to the competent 
authorities in accordance with the regulations in force in that port. 

While landing and returning to the vessel the said persons shall 
be subject to frontier and customs control in force in that port. 

Article 12 

1. Holders of the seamen's identity documents specified in Article 
10 of this Agreement shall be permitted to enter by any means 
of transport the territory of the other Contracting Party or to 
pass through its territory in transit on the way to their vessel or 
while going to another vessel, or on the way to their home country, 
or for travelling for any other reason which will be approved by 
the authorities of the other Contracting Party. 

2. In all the cases specified in paragraph 1 of this Article the seaman 
must have appropriate visa of the other Contracting Party which 
shall be granted by the competent authorities within the shortest 
possible time. 

3. If the holder of the seaman's identity document specified in Article 
10 of this Agreement is not a citizen of either country, the visa 
specified in this Article far entry into or transit passage through 
the territory of the other Contracting Party shall be granted 
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provided that return to the territory of the Contracting Party, 
which had issued the seaman's identity document, is guaranteed 
to the holder of such document. 

Article 13 

1. Subject to the provisions of Articles 10 to 12 of this Agreement, 
the regulations in respect of the entry, stay and departure of 
foreigners retain their force in the territories of the Contracting 
Parties. 

2. Each of the Contracting Party reserves the right to deny entry 
into its territory to any seaman whom it  considers undesirable. 
In that event the competent diplomatic or consular of'ficial of the 
Contracting Party whose seaman has been denied entry shall be 
informed of the decision. 

Article 14 

The judicial authorities of a Contracting Party shall not entertain 
proceedings arising out of a contract of service as a member of the 
crew of a vessel of the other Contracting Party without the consent 
of the competent diplomatic or consular official of the flag country of 
the vessel except in cases when the contract of service was concluded 
within the territory of the former Contracting Party. 

Article 15 

1. Shipping companies established in the territory of one Contracting 
Party shall not be charged by the other Contracting Party any 
tax on the income derived from the carriage of cargo from the 
ports of the latter to the ports of the former. 

2. Each Contracting Party may levy tax on income derived by the 
shipping companies established in the territory of the other 
Contracting Party from the carriage of cargo from its ports to the 
ports of third countries provided that the tax leviable on such 
income shall be reduced by an amount equivalent to two-thirds 
thereof. 

Article 16 

1. If a vessel of one of the Contracting Parties suffers shipwreck, 
runs aground, is cast ashore or suffers any other accident within 
the national limits cjf the other Contracting Party, the vessel, the 
crew, the passengers and the cargo shall receive, in the territory 
of the latter party, the same assistance which is accorded by that 
Party to its national vessel, crew, passengers and cargo. 
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2. No customs duty shall be levied by one Contracting Party against 
a shipwrecked vessel, i ts cargo or stores of the other Contracting 
Party unless they are delivered for use in the territory of the first 
mentioned Party. 

3. Nothing in the  provisions of this  Article shall prevent the 
application of the laws and regulations of the Contracting Parties 
and their international obligations. 

Article 17 

1. For the purpose of evaluating supervising and reviewing the over 
all working of this Agreement and resolving any outstanding 
i s sues ,  t h e  Cont rac t ing  Pa r t i e s  agree to s e t  u p  a n  
Intergovernmental Joint Committee on shipping which will meet 
periodically. The Parties will nominate their representatives to 
the Joint Committee. 

2. The Indo-Soviet Shipping Service Secretariat (called as SOVIND 
SHIP) Bombay, managed by the Shipping Corporation of India Ltd, 
Bombay, and JUZHFLOT, MOSCOW, will attend to matters of normal 
day to day shipping operations between the two countries. 

Each Party may, if necessary, nominate any other organization 
in place of the above by notifying to the other Party. 

Article 18 

All the previous arrangements and protocols between the two 
Parties relating to merchant shipping will continue to remain in force 
so far  a s  they are  not inconsistent with the  provisions of this 
Agreement. 

Article 19 

Each of the Contracting Parties shall notify the other Party about 
completion of necessary procedures for this Agreement to enter into 
force. The Agreement shall enter into force after thirty days from the 
date of the last' notification. 

This Agreement shall remain in force for a period of five years 
and thereafter be automatically extended for a one year period a t  a 
time unless either of the Contracting Parties expresses its desire to 
renegotiate the Agreement of any of its provisions by giving a written 
notice to the other Contracting Party.to that effect six months prior 
to the expiry of any of the above mentioned periods. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned duly empowered by their 
respective Governments, have signed this Agreement. 

DONE in New Delhi on this the 19th July 1976 in two original 
copies each in Hindi, Russian and English languages, all texts being 
equally authentic. 

For the Government of the For the Government of the Union of 
Republic of India Soviet Socialist Republics 

Sd l -  
Dr. G.S. DHILLON 

Sd l -  
T.B. GUZHENKO 


