
PREFACE

The Singapore Journal of International & Comparative Law is now the Singapore Year Book
of International Law. It will no longer appear bi-annually. This, however, reflects more
than a change of nomenclature and print cycles. Articles which are essentially comparative
only in nature will no longer be published by the Year Book. For that, a separate Asian
comparative law journal published under the auspices of the Asian Law Institute is on
the way.

The Singapore Year Book of International Law is now devoted entirely to international
law scholarship, in all the guises of that great subject broadly construed. It is an international
journal, even if its editorial policies reflect a sense of responsibility towards Asian, Southeast
Asian, and Singapore scholarship. In that regard, the Year Book continues to accept and
encourage stringently peer-reviewed articles and notes from some of the best scholars the
world over, on any topic, from both within the Asian region and outwith. To ensure such
an inclusive editorial worldview, the Year Book draws constant and generous advice from a
distinguished list of non-executive board members from both within and outside the Asian
region. As a Southeast Asian annual, however, there is a dedicated Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) features section. We hope this new section will provide an outlet
for scholarship devoted to the sub-region and to ASEAN.

Without detracting from that, we are also devoting greater attention to Singapore prac-
tice and developments in our regular features section. Two new features have been added: a
commentary on major policy statements in the previous year, and a digest of private interna-
tional law cases in the Singapore courts. These complement the established regular feature
on international legal developments affecting Singapore, which typically includes a list of
treaty actions, commentary on on-going international negotiations, and on international
litigation involving Singapore as a party. This year, we have also included a special report
which is focused primarily on contemporary Singapore cases involving a public international
law element (and to a lesser extent, certain key Malaysian cases) as these have not previously
been well documented in the secondary literature.

A great number of kind and generous people have contributed to this broad effort and it
would be invidious to seek to name them all. I must, however, mention that the Year Book
would not have been possible without the warm support of my colleagues in the National
University of Singapore’s Faculty of Law. The Dean, in particular, has been generous both
in his support and encouragement. The executive board members and our contributors have
been wonderful colleagues, and we have been privileged to receive both words of advice and
constant support from our distinguished non-executive board members. Finally, but no less,
the Deputy Editor-in-Chief, together with a remarkable group of talented and enthusiastic
young Associate Editors, kept this Year Book on track throughout.

We very much hope that you will find this Year Book of some interest and use.

Chin Leng LIM
Editor-in-Chief


